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Giraffe Early Learning Centre  
Dear Parents, Carers and Families 

 

Happy Chinese New Year  
The Year of the Rabbit.  

Ҭ ᾮ Ȃ  

 
Kung Hei Fat Choy  

 

What an exciting time we have been having here! The whole Centre has 
been celebrating with a variety of activities happening in each room,  

appropriate to each age group. Painting, stories, making masks, and rab-

bits as well as learning about this fascinating cultural festival. Our thanks 
go to Mohammad, who provided us with a delicious Chinese style lunch 

of chicken, noodles and vegetables.  
 

We are fortunate to have many different families, staff and children 

throughout Giraffe Early Learning Centre who speak languages other 
than English. If there is something in particular that is important to you 

culturally please advise us and we will try to incorporate this into your 
childôs day. Learning simple phrases and or words that are particular to 

you not only enriches our Centre, it helps your child feel at home and 
widens the cultural experiences for all children. We bought a wonderful 

globe for the children which lights up and this has been very exciting for 

the children, and staff to show where they may have lived, travelled or 
were born.  

 
Here at Giraffe Early Learning Centre we also use Alpha Tykes teaching 

materials and are currently learning French. The children are singing 

songs in French, playing games , learning words, phrases, numbers and 
colours. We are currently finding out about animals at the zoo and look 

forward to sharing our knowledge with you.  
 

Welcome to Eva and Prue who joined the Centre this month. Eva is our 

new trainee and studying the Cert 111 in Childrenôs Services. Eva will be 
here at Giraffe every day and helping out throughout the Centre where 

needed. Eva has previous experience with children and in aged care. We 
also welcome Prue our Early Childhood Teacher who will be working with 

the Preschool every day but will also be around the Centre from time to 
time. Prue holds an Early Childhood Teaching degree and is a terrific ad-

dition to the team and in particular preschool.  

As you will be aware from my recent letter I will no longer be the Centre 
Manager. I have been touched by the kind comments from you all and 

take this opportunity to wish all the staff, children, families and everyone 
associated with Giraffe Early Learning Centre all the very best for the  

future.  

Thank you all 
Helen Thornton 
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Centre Availability  
*  Indicates availability on that day  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note: These vacancies may change daily. 
 

Cancellation and changes to a booking  
We have had a lot of requests for children to change or swap 
days either temporarily or permanently. In accordance with our 
policy we ask for two weeks notice in writing, either by email or 
a note, to cancel or change a booking for your child. We under-
stand sometimes due to an emergency or unforseen circum-
stance you may require an extra day if we have space we are 
happy to comply with your request for this however we ask that 
you do no just turn up with your child assuming that this will be 
possible. We are guided by all Childrens Services regulations and 
legislation and are not able to comply with any request that may 
jeopardize our licensing conditions. Thank you for your under-
standing of this.  
 

Media Release Form!  
Thank you to those families who have returned the media re-
lease form, if you would like to see your childôs picture in print or 
on the website please make sure you fill out a media release 
form. If you would prefer for your child not to be photographed 
other than for family viewing please let us know.  

 
CCB and Sign in and out regulations  

It is essential, that all children are signed in and out each day. 
This is not only for a safety issue to ensure we know exactly 
which children are here, at any time, it is a necessary part of our 
licensing agreement. This is also a requirement for parents to 
receive their Child Care Benefit (CCB). We have been asked to 
remind parents by The Department of Employment and Work 
Place Relations (DEEWR  ) when we were recently audited.   
Unfortunately if parents do not sign in or out, or advise us when 
their child is absent CCB may be cancelled. This is not a decision 
that we make but a ruling by DEEWR. If this happens CCB will 
be withheld and full fees will be payable. We have also been 
asked to remind parents about the notice period. If a child gives 
notice, but doesnôt attend for that period again CCB will not be 
applicable and full fees will be charged. If you have any ques-
tions on CCB and how this works please do not hesitate to check 
with the Family Assistance Office on 13 61 50. 

 
Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF)  

We are delighted to be using the new Early Years Learning 
Framework in this Centre, Information will be available for all 
families on this. 

        Security Codes  
All families have been issued 
with new security codes and 
old codes are no longer valid. 
Please see a staff member to 
receive your personal code 
and we ask that you do not 
share this with others unless 
authorised. 
 

 

Policy Reviews  
 

This month we will be focusing 
on reviewing our Delivery and 
Collection of Children Policy 

ENR 1.6 
 

These policies can be found in 
the foyer.  

 
If someone that we have not 
met is collecting your child 
please mention that we will 

ask for identification such as a 
driving license. 

 
Please feel free to read the 

policies each month and offer 
feedback. 

 
 
 
 

Immunisation Information  
Please ensure we have up-

dated copies of immunisation 
details when these occur. 

 
 

Sun Smart  
 

To ensure that children are 
protected from the sun. We 
ask that children wear a top 
that covers their shoulders. 

This protects children and also 
meets our licensing and care 

responsibilities. 
 
 

Room/ 
Days  

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thur  Fri  

Babies           

Toddler  *     *  

Pre-
school  

*   *  *  *  
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Lionôs Room (0-1) News  

 

 
Our new babies are settling in well and 
we are getting to know them and their 
routines. Any information that you are 
able to provide to the staff in the  
morning, to add to their day sheet is 
helpful to us and assists us in making 
sure that your child has a  
wonderful day. This may be something 
such as a restless night or teething or 
they may be going through a change in 
routine. If children have had a restless 
night, or may be unsettled for any rea-
son, it helps us to know what strategies 
you use at home such as singing, rocking 
or do they have a toy that they find  
comforting? It also helps to know if they 
are used to being left with anyone other 
than parents. If children in the Nursery 
have siblings, we try to ensure that they 
see each other for sometime during the 
day either inside or out or they know the 
sibling is nearby. The children who have 
been with us for some time are also  
doing very well, and seem very grown up 
now compared with the younger babies!  
  
Following on from parent feedback and to 
improve our facilities, we are delighted to 
have a new section where the tiny babies 
can be sometimes. This area is separated 
so the little ones can feel safe while the 
slightly bigger ones are learning to walk, 
toddle around and explore their environ-
ment. It also provides a quiet and peace-
ful space to watch the world go by with-
out becoming overwhelmed. 
 
Thank you for putting your trust in us, we 
enjoy having your babies here. 
 
 
Samantha ( Sam ), Fabi and Remi 
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Pandaôs Room (1ï almost 2) 

News  

 
The Panda room children are busy 
every day enjoying new activities, 
exploring their world and trying new 
experiences. 
We all made hand prints using paper,  
and different coloured paints.  
Working closely with an adult we 
took our time to fully participate in 
hand painting. This was a wonderful 
sensory experience as we enjoyed 
the feel of the paint between our  
fingers and we watched as the prints 
were transferred onto the paper. We 
then became very adventurous and 
explored painting with our feet as 
well. Our hand prints and foot prints 
are displayed around our room and 
part of our Early Years Learning 
Framework display Belonging Being 
and Becoming. 
 
We are role modelling for children to 
learn to interact in relation to  
others with care empathy and re-
spect.  Meals times are a great learn-
ing opportunity and a chance for chil-
dren to start to become independent 
by feeding themselves and drinking 
from a cup. They do very well mov-
ing from the high chairs onto the 
smaller chairs and sitting up at the 
table. It is a lovely time to learn 
about the food we are eating, hold-
ing the utensils and enjoying the 
meals that Muhammad so carefully 
makes for us. We are always on 
hand to help when needed and to 
catch these special moments on 
camera as you will see. 
We have lots of fun learning  
together.  
Best wishes Melissa, Ivy and Suleka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


